
2019 General Election – candidate response  
  

James Sandbach – Liberal Democrat candidate (Central Suffolk and North Ipswich)  
  

What do you think are the three biggest issues facing Suffolk businesses in the constituency which 

are you standing?  
  

Firstly, Brexit and economic uncertainty. Any version of Brexit is bad for business and will 

come bring years of uncertainty and there is no version of Brexit that just gets it over and 

'done' with - a whole new next stage of trade negotiations with the EU await with 

implications for local supply chains. Whilst I don't mean to talk down our economic 

prospects, all the economic evidence suggests that are on the cusp of a possibly quite 

serious recession at least party linked to the ongoing uncertainty about our trading position 

with the EU. A recession will mean difficulties in for Suffolk businesses in accessing capital 

and ongoing financial sustainability. 

Secondly, "connectivity" - physical and virtual both in terms of broadband, mobile signal, 

and transport links. Public transport is atrocious, no rail and bus routes are being cut, and 

key hubs like Framlingham have very poor mobile phone signal. Thirdly skills; northern 

Ipswich has low levels of attainment in education and skills, and in the rural areas you have 

a 'brain drain' effect of young people leaving the areas they grew up in order to seek 

careers elsewhere. 

 

If you were elected, how do you propose working with Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to address 

these issues?   

 

To deal with the policy sell first. On skills, we have proposed what we call a £10k personal 

skills wallet for everybody to update and adapt their skill set for a changing world. Our 

policies on child care (35 hours of free child care from nine months) will enable more family 

members to access both better education and skills training benefitting both businesses 

and the individuals concerned. To support local business, we would:  

• replace Business Rates in England with a Commercial Landowner Levy based solely on 

the land value of commercial sites 

• introduce a “start-up allowance” to cover living costs during the first few critical cash-

flow stressed weeks of opening a new business 

• prioritise small and medium-sized businesses in the rollout of hyper-fast broadband 

• require all government agencies and contractors and companies with more than 250 

employees to sign up to the prompt payment code, making it enforceable. 

• expand the activities of the British Business Bank and extend finance for the 

transformation of town centres by expanding the Future High Streets 



• protect our high streets and town centres by scrapping the rule which allows 

developers to convert offices and shops into residential properties without planning 

permission. 

Above all though I would want to work with SCC. We want to lay the foundations for the UK 

to be the best place in the world for innovation-led businesses in the long-term – to be a 

place where people come from across the EU and the world to turn their ideas into reality, 

as well as offering more opportunities for our young people in the UK to develop their skills 

and fulfil their potential. SCC have some excellent proposals in their Manifesto around 

funding apprenticeships and lifelong learning and regional infrastructure schemes - all very 

sensible ideas that I would pursue.    

 

To what extent do you think Brexit is an opportunity or challenge for the Suffolk business 

community – and in what ways?  

  

It is more than just a "challenge"; we warned of the economic and political risks when the 

referenda campaign first kicked off nearly four years ago now - these warnings were 

dismissed as 'project fear' but have now become reality; the pound has fallen, the economy 

is stagnating, and the issues have not been resolved. Brexit is far more than a single issue - 

labour market regulation, consumer standards, export licences, trademarks/patents, carbon 

emission policies and many other aspects of the business environment are at stake, it’s one 

that complicates the overall picture for business. If our agri-businesses end up having to pay 

40% tariffs to trade with the EU (and suspect we will head for a no deal), that will be simply 

ruinous. Having rejected regulatory alignment (eg through the EEA or another mechanism), 

the UK doesn't have many options for a viable future deal and relationship. There is just no 

business or economic case for the extreme hard Brexit that Boris Johnson's Tories are 

pushing for. The real issues around Brexit just aren't getting heard in this election, but 

Suffolk businesses should beware. I certainly don't know of any businesses in Suffolk 

desperate to trade with India or Brazil on WTO terms! 

 

  

  


