
2019 General Election – candidate response  
  

Jules Ewart – Liberal Democrat candidate (Suffolk Coastal)  
  

What do you think are the three biggest issues facing Suffolk businesses in the constituency which 

are you standing?  
  

Connectivity 

A rural area like Suffolk really needs better connectivity to compete. Our public transport 

links are atrocious. There really must be a robust transport plan that galvanises business in 

the area. 

Brexit 

The devaluation of our currency is already a concern all over the country, and what if the 

economy plummets further during the uncertainty of negotiation/renegotiation? Is Suffolk 

really prepared for this? Could local businesses easily develop supply chains beyond Europe 

if they had to? 

Government backing so we can grow 

On a more positive note I think there is some great opportunity here. Our position on the 

east coast of England is ideal for wind power, and although there are already many offshore 

turbines here, I think we can do more. We have the potential to become a centre of 

excellence for wind power, but we need a co-ordinated plan and (probably) funding to 

make it happen. The Lib Dems have pledged £10bn towards renewables. With just a small 

share of that I think we could achieve something special, i.e. more sellable energy, 

development of batteries, consultancy/project management services that could be used by 

other areas in the country. 

 

If you were elected, how do you propose working with Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to address 

these issues?   

I would make myself available to listen to ALL levels of business. As a local businesswoman 

myself I have a particular interest in empowering others, so this is a high priority. There are 

no absolute solutions at this stage but I’m keen to make the time to work together.  I am 

concerned as to how the SME environment gets access to funding, particularly women. 

 

To what extent do you think Brexit is an opportunity or challenge for the Suffolk business 

community – and in what ways?  

I don’t want to keep banging the same drum but I really can’t see an opportunity here. My 

own business has a supply chain spread all over Europe which is greatly under threat. It’s 

disruption that doesn’t seem necessary.  I will however go to great lengths to support 

businesses who are in the short and long term.  



One of my primary reasons for standing as an MP here was that I think local businesses 

don’t have a loud enough voice representing them in Westminster. Perhaps there could 

eventually be an opportunity to lobby Westminster on behalf of Suffolk business better 

than ever before. I do worry that businesses here are not prepared for the change that 

Brexit may create. 

 

  

  


