
2019 General Election – candidate response  
  

Sandy Martin – Labour candidate (Ipswich)  
  

What do you think are the three biggest issues facing Suffolk businesses in the constituency which 

are you standing?  
  

I believe the biggest issue facing Suffolk businesses is Brexit.  There has already been a 

significant reduction in growth in our economy as a result of Brexit.  The uncertainty is 

damaging sales and business investment, and Brexit needs to be dealt with.  But dealing 

with it by leaving without a deal, or with a deal that commits us to exit from all the EU 

agreements and rules associated with the Customs Union and the Single Market by the end 

of next year, will be even more damaging than the current uncertainty.  We need a deal 

which preserves our trade with Europe, and Labour will do that without simply tearing up 

the result of the 2016 referendum.  If we leave, we need to leave with a viable deal, if we 

remain, we need to do so with the explicit consent of the British people, and either of those 

two outcomes will be infinitely preferable for our economy than a no-deal or quasi-no-deal 

Brexit. 

The second biggest issue is the lack of government investment.  After the international 

credit collapse in 2008 government investment was vital to maintain the economy, but that 

investment largely dried up after 2010.  Ipswich businesses not only need the stimulus to 

the economy provided by government investment spend, but also the infrastructure that 

can be built – such as improved rail, full-fibre broadband to every premises, more housing 

for the workforce and better waste and recycling systems. 

The third biggest issue facing businesses in Ipswich, and especially SMEs, is the 

disproportionate way that business rates, reporting rules and other government 

impositions impact on SMEs and UK-based businesses rather than big multinational 

corporations.  Multinational corporations – and especially those with little geographical 

footprint, such as Facebook or Amazon - get away with avoiding much of the taxation and 

regulation which Ipswich-based SMEs are unable to avoid.  We need to level the playing-

field so that we can encourage and enable SMEs in our town – not just retail, but small 

manufacturing, repairs, IT businesses and other service sector industries.  I believe a Labour 

government will be helpful to SMEs, but whether we are in government or not I will 

continue to speak up within the Labour Party whenever possible for a more SME-friendly 

approach. 

 

If you were elected, how do you propose working with Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to address 

these issues?   

 

I have been delighted to attend Suffolk Chamber of Commerce meetings and listen to what 

the members have to say.  I think dialogue is an essential part of the role of an MP.  I have 



also had a good working relationship with local business groups on the Ipswich Vision Board 

and intend to grow its impact.  As a voice for Ipswich I will continue to speak up for 

individual Ipswich businesses in Parliament where appropriate, and for the economy of 

Ipswich whenever possible.  I have enjoyed valuable input and support from Suffolk 

Chamber of Commerce in that endeavour, and will expect that to continue. 

 

To what extent do you think Brexit is an opportunity or challenge for the Suffolk business 

community – and in what ways?  

  

I think Brexit is a serious issue for Suffolk’s business community and for our economy as a 

whole.  I will always listen to my constituents and seek to find a solution to our present 

crisis which enables them to be consulted, but I will not change my beliefs for the sake of 

political expediency, or vote for measures which I strongly believe to be damaging to the 

Ipswich economy.  A Brexit with a Customs Union will reduce our ability to influence the 

trade arrangements under which we will be operating, but at least it will allow that trade to 

continue and is infinitely preferable to a no-deal Brexit or to the forlorn hope of achieving a 

meaningful bespoke trade arrangement with the EU within a few months.  The best deal for 

business and for residents is the deal we have at the moment.  Better trading arrangements 

with the USA, India and other major overseas markets can be obtained as part of the 

world’s biggest trading bloc than we could ever achieve alone.  I have been unable to 

discern any opportunity that Brexit will give us to do anything better than we are currently 

able to do it as part of the EU. 

 

  

  


