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Rachel Smith-Lyte – Green Party candidate (Suffolk Coastal) 
 

What do you think are the three biggest issues facing Suffolk businesses in the constituency which 

are you standing? 
 

 I’d say it’s Brexit, business rates/exorbitant rates and transport issues  

If you were elected, how do you propose working with Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to address 

these issues?  

I would start with urgently clarifying Brexit. We need certainty and agreement, and that can 

only come about via a confirmatory – and final - vote to ensure that people’s views, now 

that we know so much more than three years ago, are heard and acted upon.   

Much is made of the plight of our high streets and retail decline and whilst in some instances 

this may be due to a lack of imagination and innovation by retailers, from what I’ve observed 

in my local area, it has more to do with ludicrously high rents and rates (unless you’re a 

charity shop) which may well be beyond the Chamber’s remit to change (?) but I would wish 

to see some kind of rent control to give truly local retail initiatives (as opposed to high street 

chains) a fighting chance of surviving their first year and beyond.  Local currency (like the 

Bristol and Totnes Pound as examples of early pioneers) would help keep local money in the 

local economy supporting truly local businesses. 

We need to flood our Suffolk Coastal towns and villages with public transport – namely 

buses so we can get to work and so everyone can get into our towns to shop and socialise.  

More car parking spaces is not the answer – we need to move away from the dominance of 

the private car for many reasons.  I think rather than the park and ride at Martlesham just 

serving Ipswich, it should also serve Woodbridge as well and it would be much better than 

everyone arriving by car.  Public transport is a key part of Green Party policy, as it frees up 

the roads for buses and cyclists and reduces air pollution and of course CO2 emissions which 

are ruining our climate.  As we know, walking and cycling improves physical and mental 

health, also reducing social isolation.   

To what extent do you think Brexit is an opportunity or challenge for the Suffolk business 

community – and in what ways? 

The reality of “getting Brexit done” would in fact mean years of more uncertainty as new 

trade deals have to be struck as we depart from the largest free market right on our 

doorstep, namely Europe.  Workers rights and environmental protections we have been able 

to take for granted in my lifetime will be torn up and who knows if the administration 

formed after 12th December will be interested in keeping/reinstating them and if so how 

long would all that take?   

 

The Green Party doesn’t want us to make ourselves unnecessarily vulnerable and open to 

yet more uncertainty that leaving Europe would bring, why would anyone? 


