
2019 General Election – candidate response 
 

Tom Hunt – Conservative candidate (Ipswich) 
 

What do you think are the three biggest issues facing Suffolk businesses in the constituency which 

are you standing? 
 

1. Infrastructure. Suffolk does not have the transport infrastructure it needs to achieve its full 

potential (both road and rail). In the short term measures need to be taken as a matter of 

urgency to prevent closures of the Orwell Bridge during periods of strong wind, closures of 

the bridge are hugely disruptive to local business. Highways England commissioned an 

aerodynamics study looking into the matter but there is currently uncertainty regarding 

whats happened to the report and its contents. This needs to be resolved and if elected I will 

request an urgent meeting with Highways England officials to clarify the current position and 

push for action. I strongly believe that a northern bypass is needed to help alleviate traffic in 

the Town and to better connect the Port of Felixstowe. There needs to be a far more 

frequent Ipswich in 60 rail service to London, this will only happen through some major 

interventions to upgrade our rail infrastructure. I would make campaigning for these 

interventions a top priority. Better rail connections to Cambridge would also be 

advantageous for local business. Of course the campaign that the Chamber is already 

running to call for improvements to the A14 should also be seen as a priority.  

 

2. Skills. I believe it’s important that steps are taken to ensure that local businesses are able to 

tap into an adequate skills pool locally. Relationships between local business, the University, 

FE Colleges and local schools can be further strengthened to ensure this is the case and if 

elected as the MP for Ipswich I would like to play a role in helping facilitate this.  

 

3. Regulatory environment. It's vital to ensure that there is a regulatory environment that 

supports local business and doesn't inhibit it. Clearly businesses rates are in need of reform 

particularly to support our high street retailers. This is something I would support as the 

local MP. Steps have been taken by the Government but they need to go further. 

 

If you were elected, how do you propose working with Suffolk Chamber of Commerce to address 

these issues?  

If elected as the MP for Ipswich I would look to work closely with the Chamber, other MPs 

and local authorities to promote key campaigns to Government, particularly on transport 

issues where securing a place on the Transport Select Committee would be a priority for me. 

I know that a lot of work has already taken place to push the issues I've raised up the 

Government's agenda and I would look to use my position in Parliament to provide some 

additional energy to these campaigns. I would look to be open and accessible to all 

businesses in Suffolk and would be keen to work with them on their priorities, whatever 

they be. 



To what extent do you think Brexit is an opportunity or challenge for the Suffolk business 

community – and in what ways? 

I believe that Brexit provides opportunities for business, if I didn't believe this then I 

wouldn't have voted to leave the EU. The Brexit deal secured by the Prime Minister will 

avoid the disruption of a no deal Brexit and would provide the platform to ensure we get a 

good quality trade deal with the EU that maintains close connections with a key market for 

Suffolk businesses. I do believe that in the medium to long term having the ability as a 

country to conduct our own trade deals across the world will accrue real benefits to Suffolk 

business and the Port of Felixstowe and the Port of Ipswich in particular. A key issue with 

Brexit will also be ensuring that local business continue to have access to talent, as a country 

we must continue to be open to the brightest and the best. The key threat to local business 

in Suffolk is not Brexit, it’s a Jeremy Corbyn Government. 

 

 


