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Local election results & summary 2019 – Suffolk* 
 

National & Suffolk Overview:  
 

Politics in the UK is fractured, more so than ever since the 2016 EU referendum, and the local 

election results across the UK in 2019 certainly demonstrate the fracturing of traditional 

political support. Across the country, the main two parties have suffered significant losses, 

although the Conservatives fared worse, with many political commentators believing that this 

is a reflection of the inability of both the Conservatives and Labour to deliver Brexit.  Alongside 

this, votes for smaller groups could demonstrate the support for a People’s Vote on the final 

Brexit deal. Nationwide, the Conservatives lost 1,330 seats whilst Labour lost 84. The Liberal 

Democrats were the biggest winners with 704 new councillors and the Greens also did well 

with 194 new council seats.  

Despite some mergers in Suffolk, creating the new West Suffolk and East Suffolk Councils, the 

results in the county reflected those of the national picture, with the Greens and 

independents faring strongly. An overview of the national picture is below:   

 

 

 

West Suffolk (formerly Forest Heath & St Edmundsbury):  
 

In the newly formed West Suffolk Council, the Conservatives hold overall control by just four 

seats, yet interestingly the former leader of Forest Heath, James Waters, the former leader 

of Suffolk County Council, Colin Noble, and the Chairman of the West Suffolk Conservative 

Association, Lance Stansbury all lost their seats. Mr Waters said he felt the result was ‘not 
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personal’ but blamed Brexit. Perhaps the biggest result in West Suffolk was the fact that 12 

new independent candidates were elected to the Council. Further news available here.  

 

 

 

Mid Suffolk:   
 

The election results in Mid Suffolk were described as one of the most ‘dramatic’ in recent 

times with the Conservatives losing control of the Council, giving way to No Overall Control. 

As part of this, Conservative Council leader Nick Gowrley lost his Stowmarket seat to Liberal 

Democrat Keith Scarff, whilst the former Deputy Leader of Suffolk County Council, and 

Conservative, Jane Storey failed to hold on to the Elmswell & Woolpit seat.  

Much like the national picture, it is anticipated that people decided to use their votes in 

protest against the two main parties, a view reiterated by Andrew Stringer from the Greens 

who said, “the whole Brexit thing has caused people to be very very concerned about the 

state of British politics and I really think this has given people the chance to rebuild our politics 

from the ground up. I don’t think anyone would have predicted Mid Suffolk would be one 

vote and the toss of a coin from a Liberal Democrat and Green administration.” Further news 

available here.  

 

 

https://www.buryfreepress.co.uk/news/local-election-results-west-suffolk-council-9069009/
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/election-2019-mid-suffolk-results-2019-1-6032163
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/election-2019-mid-suffolk-results-2019-1-6032163
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Babergh:   
 

Similarly, to Mid Suffolk, the Conservatives have lost control of the Council, losing seven seats 

whilst the Green party made significant local gains. As reported in the East Anglian Daily 

Times, “it means that the Conservative Council leader John Ward will now have to meet with 

other parties or independents in a bid to try and form an administration.” Mr Ward said, ‘I 

would like to think as the largest group we would be able to form some sort of coalition’. 

Further news is available here. 

 

 

 

Ipswich:   
 

As to be expected, Labour retained Ipswich Borough Council and strengthened its grip by 

winning two seats from the Conservatives. The Labour leader of Ipswich Borough Council, 

David Ellesmere said he was pleased with the outcome, “people do think the Council is well 

run and they have voted accordingly”. The result in Ipswich now means Labour has 36 seats, 

whilst the Conservatives have 9 and the Liberal Democrats 3 respectively. Further news is 

available here.  

 

 

 

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/election-2019-babergh-local-election-2019-1-6032074
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-48143794
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-suffolk-48143794
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East Suffolk (formerly Suffolk Coastal & Waveney) 
 

East Suffolk Council also hosted its first elections since the merger of both Suffolk Coastal and 

Waveney District Council. The now largest district council in the country by population is 

controlled by the Conservatives. However, one casualty of this year’s local elections was the 

former leader of Waveney District Council and Suffolk County Council, Mark Bee who lost to 

the Greens; nevertheless, the Conservatives have a strong working majority of 23. Further 

news is available here.  

 

 

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/elections-2019-live-east-suffolk-council-results-1-6030437
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/elections-2019-live-east-suffolk-council-results-1-6030437

