
manifesto
With excellent road and rail connections to London and beyond, close 
proximity to London Stansted Airport, sectoral strengths in business 
and financial services and ICT and exciting developments along the 
Waterfront, Ipswich has great potential for even further growth. 
 
A prosperous and expanding business community in Ipswich is a 
fundamental component of future economic success in Suffolk. By 
encouraging the establishment of new businesses and nurturing those 
already in existence and by attracting new visitors to the town, new 
opportunities will emerge. This has to be led by a business community 
with a clear focus on a number of key priorities.

Our main aim is to represent the interests and insights of our members 
and the wider business community in the public and private commercial 
arenas, including through Ipswich Vision, of which we are a member, to 
encourage the economic success of the area.

This Suffolk Chamber in Greater Ipswich manifesto brings a local focus 
to the three key themes identified in the countywide Suffolk Chamber 
manifesto. 

 



•	 Work with local public partners including Ipswich Borough Council,  
 Ipswich Hospital, Suffolk Constabulary, Suffolk County Council,  
 Suffolk New College and the University of Suffolk, to make  
 procurement and tendering processes more accessible to local and  
 SME businesses and to highlight opportunities arising from major  
 local projects such as the Upper Orwell Crossings

•	 Advocate for the business community in relation to business rates;  
 and

•	 Provide support to Better Business for All to identify and tackle the  
 regulatory challenges facing businesses 
 

Reducing regulations

Improving access to all markets

Giving businesses the tools to do the job
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•	 Promote the British Chambers of Commerce No More Not Spots  
 campaign for comprehensive mobile voice and data coverage

•	 Lead the Ipswich Vision ‘Movement’ Working Group to ease  
 movement especially between the Waterfront and the Town Centre

•	 Support Park and Ride, cycling and public transport initiatives to  
 reduce congestion 

•	 Work to establish a taxi rank on Ipswich Waterfront to help keep it  
 exciting and safe, with Purple Flag status

•	 Support the Upper Orwell Crossings, initiatives to manage and  
 mitigate Orwell Bridge closures and an Ipswich Northern Route to  
 further ease congestion and improve resilience

•	 Seek improvements to local traffic congestion for example on Futura  
 Park, Ransomes Europark, the Star Lane gyratory and the bottlenecks  
 into and out of town such as the A1156, A1189, A1214 and A1071

•	 Build on Ipswich’s significant cultural and natural assets to develop  
 the town’s offer to investors and visitors

•	 Support No More A14 Delays in Suffolk to improve the town’s east  
 and west road links through improvements to Junctions 53  
 (Whitehouse), 55 (Copdock), 56 (Wherstead); 57 (Ransomes); and  
 58 (Seven Hills).

•	 Support sustainable economic development by helping to attract a  
 diverse range of businesses into the Enterprise Zones at: Futura  
 Business Park Princes Street Office District; Sproughton Enterprise  
 Park; Waterfront Island; and other key employment sites including  
 Ransomes Europark and Adastral Park

•	 Help ensure Ipswich Borough Council’s planning and economic  
 development functions support economic and business growth and  
 conservation of our green spaces and heritage

•	 Influence education and skills provision to reflect business needs,  
 especially regarding skill shortages including in ICT

•	 Support the preparation of young people for employment and  
 enterprise through vocational and employability initiatives.


