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Upper Orwell Crossings 
 

Following Suffolk County Council’s decision to review its commitment to TUOCs, the Council Cabinet 

agreed on 29 January 2019 that the current project should stop with immediate effect and that the 

Council would work with partners to explore options for progressing crossings B & C only towards 

the cost of which they would continue to underwrite a maximum of £10.8 million, the balance of the 

Council’s previous commitment. It was noted that significant contributions would be required from 

partners to allow the project to proceed. 

Suffolk Chamber’s media response was: 

“Suffolk Chamber of Commerce appreciates the motivation behind this review of the Upper Orwell 

Crossings: after all businesses have a vested interest in ensuring that publicly-funded projects always 

represent good value for money. 

“Recalling the general support from most of the businesses we have spoken with about this project, 

we are, however, disappointed, but not surprised about this news. Suffolk Chamber continues to 

support the building of bridges B and C and we look forward to a purposeful dialogue between all 

relevant partners. We are very much on hand to help to assist in any way we can.” 

Further information about the Upper Orwell Crossings can be found on Suffolk County Council’s 

website, available here.  

 

Public Sector Procurement  
 

The Suffolk Chamber of Commerce delivery of the Suffolk Growth Programme Board-funded 

‘Barriers to Bidding’ procurement project is progressing well: 

• The online survey of local business, identifying the barriers to winning local contracts, and the 

extent to which SME and local businesses have lost out on recent contracts, attracted 400 business 

responses; 

• The diagnostic tool to help SMEs self-assess, how to get ‘fit for’ and accepted into the supply 

chains has been drafted and is currently being ‘road tested’ with the town chamber boards; and 

• The first four business-focused supplier ‘introduction and training’ events have been held and each 

one attracted 25 SMEs with excellent feedback from delegates. Further sessions are being delivered 

in February for Haverhill and Woodbridge: 

The Haverhill workshop will take place on Thursday 28 February at Haverhill Arts Centre, High Street, 

Haverhill, CB9 8AR.  

The Woodbridge workshop will take place on Tuesday 26 March at Ufford Park Hotel, Golf and Spa, 

Yarmouth Road, Melton, Woodbridge, Suffolk, IP12 1QW. 

https://www.suffolk.gov.uk/roads-and-transport/transport-planning/upper-orwell-crossings/
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/events-networking/suffolk-chamber-events/tendering-opportunities-workshop-in-haverhill
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/events-networking/suffolk-chamber-events/tendering-opportunities-workshop-in-haverhill
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/events-networking/suffolk-chamber-events/tendering-opportunities-workshop-in-east-suffolk
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/events-networking/suffolk-chamber-events/tendering-opportunities-workshop-in-east-suffolk


 

No More A14 Delays in Suffolk 
 

The A14 Strategy Board has now met twice under Mark Pendlington, on 14 September and 3 

December 2018. Fresh promotional material has been prepared, based on further research funded 

through Suffolk Growth Programme Board, and the emphasis of the campaign going forward is on 

the importance post-Brexit of the A14 in Suffolk as ‘Britain’s Premier Trade Route’. 

Suffolk Chamber led and organised a House of Commons reception hosted by James Cartlidge MP 

and Mark Pendlington on the 23 January 2019 to further raise the campaign profile in advance of the 

announcement, expected from DfT in summer 2019, of the schemes to be delivered in Roads 

Investment Strategy Period 2 (2020–2025). The event was attended by 55 senior business leaders 

and politicians, including all of the County’s MPs, Secretary of State for Transport, Chris Grayling MP 

and Brexit Secretary, Stephen Barclay MP. 

Chris Grayling confirmed openly and helpfully that the case for investment in the A14 in Suffolk is 

‘firmly on the radar’ of Government. Mark Pendlington and Cllr Mary Evans presented the UK and 

Suffolk cases respectively and convincing business case studies were given by John Williams from 

Maritime Transport Ltd and Trevor Tyrell from CLAAS UK Ltd. 

A meeting of the A14 Strategy Board on Friday 15 February will consider the next steps for the 

campaign. 

The campaign brochure can be found here, whilst a copy of the media coverage from the House of 

Commons reception is also available. The House of Commons reception was well received and the 

Chamber secured coverage on ITV Anglia and BBC Look East.  

 

Broadband survey  
 

The Better Broadband for Suffolk programme is conducting market research to identify which factors 

influence business decision making when deciding whether to upgrade to a superfast broadband 

service. Suffolk County Council would like to hear from local businesses about how superfast 

broadband affects your business. The survey will only take a couple of minutes to complete and will 

provide vital feedback to the Better Broadband Programme who are working hard to roll out 

superfast broadband across Suffolk.  

The survey can be found here: 

https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Better_Broadband_for_Suffolk_Business_Survey/ 

 

Orwell Bridge Closures 
 

Highways England (HE) provided the following written report to the 15 January Transport and 

Infrastructure Board: 

https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/media/46268/10327-scoc-a14-trade-route-brochure-v7-002.pdf
https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/a14-campaign-seeks-road-boost-1-5852376
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/Better_Broadband_for_Suffolk_Business_Survey/


 
“The aerodynamics study for Orwell Bridge is underway. This is being conducted by experts from 

University College London. They are undertaking detailed modelling of the bridge to investigate the 

wind speed thresholds for bridge closures. The aim of the study is to provide details of the safe wind 

speeds for vehicles to cross the bridge. The modelling will include all vehicle types (including cars and 

HGVs etc.).  

“The study being conducted by UCL will form the basis for all future planned mitigation measures for 

Orwell Bridge. Once the study is complete, HE will be able to ascertain whether traffic segregation is 

a viable option. It will also inform HE whether the current closure thresholds can be increased – it 

would be great if the study reveals that vehicles can be let across the bridge at higher wind speeds, 

reducing the frequency of closures due to strong winds. However, HE require the results of the study 

before making any changes to the closure thresholds. The study will also help inform HE whether the 

wind barriers / suicide prevention measures are a viable option. 

“HE are currently working closely with Suffolk Highways to develop traffic modelling for the diversion 

route. They believe they can reduce the congestion on the diversion route by calibrating traffic 

signals to take into account the additional traffic on the diversion route. 

“HE’s Service Provider (Kier) have also fully assessed the signage on the lead-up to the bridge and 

have assessed all the signage on the diversion route. They are currently developing a proposal for 

upgrading all the signs. HE propose the installation of more fixed signage on the Highways England 

network – this will improve the safety of HE operatives and further reduce the time taken to close 

and re-open the bridge. The proposal will also include upgrades to the diversion route signage on the 

Suffolk Highways network. HE believe that these upgrades will also serve to reduce congestion and 

help inform our customers better.” 

 

Sizewell C Public Consultation – have your say 
 

The stage three consultation for EDF’s new Sizewell C nuclear power plant is now underway. As part 

of the planning process for a Nationally Significant Infrastructure Project, EDF are consulting with the 

local community, business and statutory bodies over plans to build the nuclear reactor in Sizewell. 

The consultation period runs from 4 January 2019 to the 29 March 2019. During this time, EDF have 

held 14 public exhibitions and have met with local parish and town councils.  

The third stage consultation is the final one EDF will hold and as part of the process, EDF would like 

feedback from the local community and businesses over the plans and whether to proceed with a 

road or rail-led strategy in order to get materials to the site. The third stage consultation also 

includes the changes to the plans which were made following public feedback at the second stage.  

It is estimated that Sizewell C would result in a local annual spend of £100m during construction and 

£40m during the stations operational phase. 5,600 workers will be working on the site at the peak of 

construction, with 25,000 roles required overall.  

For more information on Sizewell C, and to have your say on the third stage public consultation, 

please visit the EDF website.  

 

https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/nuclear-new-build-projects/sizewell-c/proposals/stage-3?gclid=EAIaIQobChMI2N_DwNCz4AIV2Od3Ch2iIQUiEAAYASAAEgKCifD_BwE


 

Suffolk Business Activity slows again 
 

The latest figures from Suffolk Chamber of Commerce’s Quarterly Economic Survey for the final 

three months of 2018 shows a mixed picture as to how the county’s businesses are faring. In general 

terms, however, business activity and sentiment has continued to decline from earlier peaks, 

although the county is broadly in line in these regards compared with other parts of the eastern 

region.  

Paul Simon, Head of Communications at Suffolk Chamber said, “the overall gentle decline current 

and planned business activity and sentiment in Suffolk continues and looks set to stretch into 2019. 

While a soft-landing is certainly better than a crash, Suffolk Chamber is concerned that the direction 

of travel shows no immediate sign of abating. Indeed, the negative projections for profitability could 

be an early warning of a wider squeeze on business performance more generally”.  

Further information about the Quarterly Economic Survey can be found on the Suffolk Chamber of 

Commerce website.  

 

BCC Response to Meaningful vote  
 

In January 2019, the British Chambers of Commerce responded to the Parliamentary defeat on the 

Brexit Withdrawal Agreement and Political Declaration. Dr Adam Marshall, Director General of the 

British Chambers of Commerce, said:  

“The overriding priority for both government and Parliament must now be to avoid the clear danger 

that a ‘no deal’ exit on the 29th of March would pose to businesses and communities across the UK. 

Every second that ticks by sees more businesses spending money on unwanted changes, activating 

contingency plans or battening down the hatches and halting investment, as they try to anticipate a 

future that is no clearer now than it was at the time of the referendum result.  

The Government are consulting with the European Union, and party leaders from across the UK and 

Ireland to outline plans as to avoid the Irish Backstop issue.  

A full response from Dr Adam Marshall can be found on the Suffolk Chamber of Commerce website.  

 

BT’s Economic Impact in the East of England  
 

An independent report published by Hatch Regeneris has highlighted the significant impact BT plays 

on the regional economy. The research indicates that BT is responsible for 12,400 jobs in the East of 

England and as a group, contribute £2,750 million in GVA to the region. As part of this, BT is also 

spending £993 million with local suppliers.  

The report demonstrates that BT is crucial player in the East of England economy and that BT ‘s 

products and innovation can play a huge role in improving education, healthcare, jobs and economic 

growth in both the East of England and in the wider country. 

https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/latest-news/suffolk-chamber-news/survey-suffolk-business-activity-slows-again,-but-most-indices-remain-in-positive-territory
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/latest-news/suffolk-chamber-news/survey-suffolk-business-activity-slows-again,-but-most-indices-remain-in-positive-territory
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/latest-news/suffolk-chamber-news/bcc-responds-to-result-of-meaningful-vote


 
The full report is available on BT’s website.   

 

Prepare for EU exit 
 

As part of the Government’s approach to Brexit, and to allow for people and business to be ready for 

Brexit. The Government is consistently updating the EU Exit webpages. These webpages provide vital 

information on travelling, working in the EU and workplace rights for the UK, including practical 

business advice.  

The ‘prepare your business for the UK leaving the EU’ page provides a tool that businesses can 

complete which will provide information on what’s changing in your industry, and what businesses 

may need to do in order to prepare. Further information is also available on exporting and specific 

business rules and regulations.   

You can find out more about Exiting the European Union at the dedicated Government website.  

 

Government launches Clear Air Strategy  
 

In January, the Government launched an ambitious new strategy to improve air quality across the 

UK. The Clean Air Strategy aims to improve health and the environment whilst encouraging clean 

growth and innovation.  

With a commitment to end the sale of conventional new diesel and petrol cars and vans from 2040, 

the UK is going further than almost every other European nation in tackling emissions from cars. In 

line with this, the modern Industrial Strategy will help put the UK at the forefront of low carbon 

innovation ensuring the UK seizes the opportunity of the global shift towards clean growth. As part 

of this, the UK will invest in innovation and have launched a research programme worth £19.6 

million to promote the development of cleaner technologies funded by the modern industrial 

strategy.  

Further information about the Clean Air Strategy, including clean growth and innovation can be 

found on the Government’s website.  

 

Pension enrolment still increasing 
 

The Pension Regulator has provided an update on pension enrolment with the number of employees 

enrolled in pensions continuing to increase. As a result, enforcement powers used by the regulator 

have declined with only 14,997 compliance notices issued in the quarter July – September 2018, 

compared to the 27,219 in the previous quarter. 

https://www.btplc.com/Thegroup/BTUKandWorldwide/BTRegions/Factsandfigures/Factsandfigures.htm
https://www.gov.uk/business-uk-leaving-eu
https://www.gov.uk/prepare-eu-exit
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/clean-air-strategy-2019


 
The Pension Regulator stated that “this report shows how our clearer, quicker and tougher approach 

is having a positive impact. We’re engaging earlier with schemes and trustees to get them to do the 

right thing, on time, to give the greatest benefit to members”.  

In October last year, the Regulator issued its largest fine and first custodial sentence. To encourage 

business, and to prevent further action, the Regulator would like to remind companies of their 

duties around pensions and that they need to regularly monitor their pension plans to ensure the 

amount employees and employers are paying in meets the standards set. 

Further information on pensions is available at the regulator’s website.  

 

Ipswich Tidal Barrier officially launched 
 

A new £67m tidal barrier on the River Orwell in Ipswich has been officially opened, protecting more 

than 1,600 homes and 400 businesses, and unlocking the potential for further development.  

The project was part funded with a £6.6m loan to Ipswich Borough council through the LEP’s 

Growing Places Fund.  

Further information on the tidal barrier can be found on the LEPs website  

 

https://www.thepensionsregulator.gov.uk/
https://newanglia.co.uk/protecting-ipswich-for-the-next-century-67-million-tidal-barrier-officially-opened/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=New%20Anglia%20LEP%20February%20newsletter&utm_content=New%20Anglia%20LEP%20February%20newsletter+CID_25ec18bad6efd784386ad3fb553ed611&utm_source=Email%20marketing%20software&utm_term=Read%20more%20here

