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Location: Felaw Maltings, 42 Felaw Street, Ipswich IP2 8SQ 
 
Item 8 
 
Major Roads Network (MRN) consultation 
 
Background 
 

• Appendix A is a self-explanatory email from the Department of Transport (DfT); and 

• Appendix B is a related Secretary of State for Transport’s letter to local MPs regarding the 
development of a Major Road Network (MRN). 

 
The DfT have indicated that there are funding opportunities associated with the MRN: 
 
“The National Roads Fund guarantees that funding from Vehicle Excise Duty in England will be 
reinvested back into the country’s most important roads. The RIS 2[1] process has stated that there 
was potential for funding improvements on local roads where it could demonstrate benefits to the 
SRN, and the more recent proposals on the MRN help to fulfil that ambition. The exact mechanism 
for funding the MRN will depend on the outcome of a consultation later this year, but it’s likely that 
at least some work on the MRN will be funded through the National Roads Fund.” 
[1]

 
Road Investment Strategy for Road Period 2 2010 to 2025 

 
The Rees Jeffreys Road Funded “A Major Road Network for England Report Summary” report 
published in October 2016 shows an indicative Major Road Network (see Appendix C). The trunk 
roads are shown in blue and the “suggested” Local Highway Authority “A” roads in Suffolk that 
could form part of the proposed Major Road Network are shown in green. These are all primary 
routes[2] (with green backed signs) and include the A131, A134, A140, A142 and A146. 
[2]

 
Primary routes “consist of an A road or sequence of A roads, forming a continuous route between two primary destinations” and “the 

route does not need to have the same numbering between its two destinations, but it should be signed in a way that assists motorists in 
finding the way to the relevant primary destination”. Primary routes “are intended to perform an important role in regional and national 
travel, and the Department expects that these roads will be maintained in good order for all classes of vehicle traffic”. 
 
SCC’s view is that the A12 between the A14 at Seven Hills and Lowestoft (which was detrunked on 
the 1 June 2001) should be added to this list and hence form part of the proposed Major Road 
Network. 
 
Other suggested additions include the: 
 

• A143 between Bury St Edmunds and the A146 near Beccles; and 

• A1307 between Haverhill and the A11 
 
Appendix D shows the suggested additional links 
 
The DfT have indicated that they intend to go out to consultation in Autumn this year on their 
proposals to create a MRN and that the consultation will include: 
 

• defining which roads and organisations are eligible to bid; 

• the criteria against which schemes will be assessed; and 

• a proposal for how the process will be managed. 
 
The views of key stakeholders on the extent of the Major Road Network in Suffolk will be 
appreciated. 
 
Peter Grimm 
Strategic Traffic Manager  
Suffolk County Council  



APPENDIX A 
 

Email from the Department of Transport 

 
From: Olivia O'Neill [mailto:Olivia.O'Neill@dft.gsi.gov.uk]  
Sent: 21 July 2017 11:11 
To: Susanne Isaacs <Susanne.Isaacs@dft.gsi.gov.uk>; Karl Murphy 
<Karl.Murphy@dft.gsi.gov.uk>; Lee Sambrook <Lee.Sambrook@dft.gsi.gov.uk>; Amin Ahmadnia 
<Amin.Ahmadnia@dft.gsi.gov.uk> 
Subject: Copy of MRN letter sent to local MPs 
 
Dear Stakeholder 
 
Please find attached a copy of the Secretary of State for Transport’s letter to your local MP 
regarding the development of the Major Road Network. 
 
Kind regards, 
Olivia 
 

          

 
Miss Olivia O'Neill  
Engagement Advisor, South East and East Team   
2/16, Great Minster House 
33 Horseferry Road, London, SW1P 4DR    
0207 944 2607       07880 174669   
Follow us on twitter @transportgovuk   

 

 
The information in this email may be confidential or otherwise protected by law. If you received it in 
error, please let us know by return e-mail and then delete it immediately, without printing or 
passing it on to anybody else. 
Incoming and outgoing e-mail messages are routinely monitored for compliance with our policy on 
the use of electronic communications and for other lawful purposes. 
 

 

 

  

https://twitter.com/transportgovuk
https://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-transport


APPENDIX B 
 

Secretary of State for Transport’s letter to local MPs 
 
 
 



  



 

APPENDIX C 
 
“A Major Road Network for England Report Summary” report 
indicative Major Road Network 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

APPENDIX D 
 

Suggested additional links 
 
 
 
 


