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Haverhill Chamber 
of Commerce

Our manifesto for economic growth, jobs and prosperity

Haverhill Chamber of Commerce is an active component of Suffolk Chamber of Commerce, 
which in turn is an accredited member of the national and worldwide network of Chambers 
of Commerce, with offices in Westminster and Brussels. 

As the business voice of Haverhill and together with Suffolk Chamber’s more extensive services and 
resources, Haverhill Chamber is equipped to react and respond to issues of a local, regional, national  
or international nature.

Being the largest independent private sector forum in the vicinity, our local Chamber’s aim is to meet 
the needs of its members as well as those of the wider business community both in the town and its 
surrounding area.

Taking advantage of the relationship with Suffolk and British Chambers, Haverhill Chamber will 
continue to lobby government to improve the overall business environment, particularly with respect  
to tackling the volume of regulations coming from Westminster and Brussels, as well as to invest more 
in infrastructure.  

As an organisation that has influenced important changes in the area over many years, it is vital 
that we continue to provide relevance in today’s business environment. To meet these needs, we 
will focus on five primary action points:

• Making the Town more Accessible to Business

• Improving Communications and Utilities

• Supporting Young People & Growing the Workforce

• Securing Town Centre Development

• Supporting Local Procurement



Accessibility to Business

Haverhill is a rapidly developing 
town, attracting investment into 
its industrial areas as well as its 
leisure facilities. In the long term, 
the town could suffer from not 
being at the heart of transport 
networks. The Chamber will seek 
to work closely with other key 
partners in establishing better links 
both with neighbouring towns as 
well as into the Strategic Road 
Network, namely dualling the 
A1307 up to the A11.

We will also help ensure the 
town is as attractive as possible 
to keep shoppers local. This will 
involve improved overall facilities, 
especially retail, a balanced 
housing stock and assisting 
employers to promote their 
businesses locally.

Communications 
and Utilities

Businesses need to communicate 
with each other as easily as 
possible. We will therefore 
establish relationships with the 
major organisations that offer the 
latest methods of communication, 
including fibre optic broadband 
and telephony systems. We will 
also support updated wireless 
communication such as 4G 
technology.

Continued investment in Haverhill 
is essential, and so we will 
liaise with the key stakeholders 
providing utilities. We need 
to ensure that Haverhill has 
the correct amount of Water, 
Electricity and Gas to support 
businesses wishing to invest and 
expand in our area.

Young People and the 
Workforce

Our greatest economic resource 
is the talent and expertise of 
our existing workforce and the 
potential of our young entering the 
workplace.

In order to develop a workforce 
that underpins the prosperity of 
our town, the Chamber will act 
to ensure the best education and 
training is available for both young 
and adults alike.

We will continue to engage with 
our local Schools and Colleges 
to ensure relevant pathways into 
full-time employment. We will 
also encourage our members to 
be involved with initiatives that 
address skills needs, and therefore 
help reduce unemployment.

Town Centre Development 

The Chamber is committed to 
working with Stakeholders in 
delivering a viable regeneration of 
the Town Centre. The interests of 
both the business and the retail 
sectors must be at the forefront of 
any long-term scheme to secure 
investment and jobs as the Town 
expands.

We will therefore continue to 
create mutually beneficial lines of 
communication between the Town, 
Borough and County Councils, 
and do everything possible to 
encourage greater footfall both to 
the shops and to the businesses in 
the Town.

Local Procurement

The Chamber strongly supports 
the growth of companies in the 
Haverhill area, and will therefore 
encourage the development of 
a local procurement strategy for 
local businesses.
 
Wherever possible, we will support 
the cutting of red tape to open up 
local contracts to local suppliers. 
Using the knowledge and 
resources within our community, 
we will aim for a competent, 
flexible supply-line that fully meets 
the needs of modern business.

Our goal is to help make Haverhill 
an efficient hub for local business-
to-business transactions that can 
operate equally successfully on 
national and global levels.

A Manifesto for Action



The voice of business 
in Suffolk’s most
westerly town
A prosperous and growing business community 

in Haverhill is a fundamental component of future 

economic success in Suffolk. By encouraging the 

establishment of new businesses and nurturing 

those already in existence, and by attracting new 

visitors to the town, new opportunities will emerge. 

This drive has to be led by a business community 

with a clear and transparent strategic focus on a 

number of key priorities.

The business community of Haverhill is up to the 

challenge but needs to see commitment from policy 

and decision makers who influence and shape the 

business environment in the town. This manifesto 

lays out our priorities for clearing the way to a bright 

economic future.
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