
 

Suffolk Chamber of Commerce Transport and Infrastructure Manifesto 

Topic Aims 

Road - National 

A14 (E24 + E30) 

 Cambridge to Huntingdon 
improvements 

 ‘Whole A14’ 
 
 
 
 

 Orwell Bridge alternative 
route option (long term) 
 

 Orwell Bridge temporary 
closure contingency plan 
(short term) 
 

 

 Resilient final design and timely completion with 
minimum disruption. 

 Addressing congestion in the Suffolk section and in 
particular at: Ransomes Junction (57); Orwell Bridge; 
Copdock Interchange (Junction 55); Bury St Edmunds 
Junctions (42, 43, 44 and 45) and Newmarket 
Junctions (34 and 35). 

 Evaluations and comparative business cases for 
alternative routes including Northern Bypass and Wet 
Dock Crossing. 

 Identification of contingency crossing options, to ease 
congestion when the Bridge is temporarily closed, 
including cross town routes and signing and new ‘stack’ 
locations. 

A12 between A14 and M25 
(E30) 

Upgrading and improvements to whole Highways 
England-managed route between the A14 and M25. 
 

A47 between A12 and A1 
 

 Support the A47 Alliance in lobbying for upgrading and 
improvements to address poor quality and unreliability 
of parts of the route between Lowestoft and the A1; and 

 Promote a new crossing of Lake Lothing to replace the 
ageing bascule bridge. 

 

A120 Stansted to Harwich 
(E32) 

Upgrading and improvements to tackle low standards, 
heavy congestion, high accident risk and poor journey 
reliability especially between Marks Tey and Braintree 
and in relation to travel between Suffolk and Stansted 
Airport. 
 

Road - Regional 

A140 between A14 and A47 Dual whole route and include in trunk road network to 
support economic and business growth between Ipswich 
and Norwich and improve access from Suffolk to Norwich 
International Airport. 
 

A12 between A14 and A47 
 

Upgrading and improvements to the SCC-managed A12 
between the A14 and A47. 
 

A11 between A14 and A47 Press for evaluations and comparative business cases for 
removing the six roundabouts along the route. 
 

Road - Local 

A1307 between Haverhill and 
the A11 at Cambridge 

Support full dualling of the route to ease congestion in 
Haverhill and exploit business growth synergies between 
Haverhill and Cambridge. 
 

A146 between Beccles and 
Lowestoft 

Support improvements to the stretch between Barnby and 
Carlton Colville to improve access to the section of the 
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 Enterprise Zone at Ellough Business Park. 
 

A143 between Bury St 
Edmunds and Beccles 
 

Support improvements to road access from North East 
Suffolk to the A14. 

Reduce local congestion  Promote bypasses at Beccles, Brandon and Sudbury to 
support town centre development and extend 
employment reach. 

Rail 

Network Rail Anglia 
infrastructure 
 

Support the upgrading of the rail infrastructure to unlock 
the economic potential of the region. 
 

East Anglia franchise  Early implementation of the GEML Taskforce 
recommendations and especially Norwich in 90 / 
Ipswich in 60; 

 Upgrade to new, ‘high spec’ intercity trains for the 
London to Norwich mainline including Wi-Fi throughout; 

 Introduce new, high spec medium distance rolling stock 
for all other services from / to London and regionally;  

 Increase in the number of diesel trains to operate all 
non-electrified lines pending their electrification;  

 Half hourly minimum frequency between the region’s 
major towns;  

 Improvements in journey times on all routes; and 

 Minimum standard of passenger facilities including car 
and cycle parking at all key stations across the entire 
network. 

 

Felixstowe to North (F2N)  Promote a twice hourly Ipswich to Peterborough 
passenger service with improved journey times; the 
current 2 hourly rail service between Ipswich and 
Peterborough frustrates business links and stifles 
investment from the NW / NE / Midlands; 

 Deliver sufficient capacity to meet both freight and 
passenger demands from Felixstowe / Ipswich via Ely 
to Nuneaton; 

 Timely conclusion of improvements on Felixstowe to 
Nuneaton (F2N) at Felixstowe Branch Line, Ely and 
Leicester to increase capacity on the route; and 

 Promote the electrification of the whole F2N route, 
beginning with the Felixstowe Branch Line and 
including the line through Newmarket to Cambridge. 
 

Ipswich to Cambridge and 
London Stansted Airport 

Promote improved rail access from Ipswich and all of 
Suffolk to Cambridge and onwards to London Stansted 
Airport based on half hourly connections. 

 

East Suffolk Line Promote a twice hourly service between Lowestoft and 
Ipswich and achieve a 60 minute journey time. 
 

Wherry Lines  Improve the frequency of journeys between Lowestoft 
and Norwich from hourly to one every 30 minutes; and  

 Reduce the current journey time of 30 minutes to 



 

improve accessibility from Lowestoft to Norwich as a 
rail hub. 

 

Air 

London Stansted Airport  Make best use of London Stansted Airport’s spare 
capacity for example by examining the case for the 
lifting the Airport’s planning caps; 

 Promote the scheduling of more commercial flights; 
and 

 Press Government for improved rail access from 
Ipswich and all of Suffolk to London Stansted Airport. 
 

Norwich International Airport  Promote the capacity and use of Norwich International 
Airport to support further growth in the North Suffolk 
offshore energy sector;  

 Dual the A140 to improve access from Suffolk to 
Norwich International Airport; and support early 
completion of Norwich Northern Distributor Road. 
   

Utilities 

Broadband  Support and monitor the Better Broadband for Suffolk 
campaign to roll out superfast (24 Mbs) broadband by 
2015;  

 Promote 100% coverage by 2017 and business 
prioritisation; and 

 Lobby Government for 100% 100 Mbs coverage by the 
end of the decade. 

 

Electricity Ensure that electricity provision is adequate for present 
and future needs at all employment sites. 
 

Mobile technologies  Promote 100% mobile technology coverage by all 
networks, through provider collaboration where 
possible, so that Suffolk does not get left behind in the 
move to ‘digital by default’;  

 Help identify and eliminate ‘Not Spots’; and 

 Promote a complete 4G roll out. 
 

Water  Taking account of the risks associated with de-
regulation, ensure that water provision and waste water 
disposal at all employment sites are adequate for 
present and future needs; and 

 Lobby for solutions to flood risk where businesses are 
likely to be affected. 

 

 


