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The economic and business landscape continues to be challenging due to the impact of COVID-19 and

a third national lockdown which began on 6th January. As a result of ongoing lockdowns, additional

Government support is still available for those businesses that are either shut, or have seen a downturn

in activity due to the impacts of COVID-19. 

To find out what you may be eligible for, the Government's support finder can help identify available

grants. 

Support for businesses:
A variety of grant schemes are available to businesses and the above support finder can help signpost

you to what is available. Furthermore, the Coronavirus Job Retention Scheme is still open, and

businesses can continue to apply for loan schemes from varying providers or seek extensions to

previously agreed loans. Further information on these can be found here. 

How Suffolk Chamber is helping:
Suffolk Chamber of Commerce continues to work at both the local and national level to support our

business communities. Through our links with the British Chambers of Commerce, we continue to

press the Government, Chancellor, and the Secretary of State for Businesses to continue supporting

businesses with a package of support for 2021, including the extension of the Coronavirus Job

Retention Scheme, VAT deferral, Business Rates relief, and the continuation of grant schemes to

prevent redundancies and business closures. 

Further to above, Suffolk Chamber is working with our public sector partners locally to work up plans

for COVID-19 recovery including support for Town Fund bids, capital projects, the levelling-up agenda,

Freeport East, and working with a number of organisations on supply-chains. 

We continue to raise issues with stakeholders and our MPs on a regular basis, if you have any feedback

on business support, struggles, issues with accessing finance or anything else, please do get in touch

with policy@suffolkchamber.co.uk
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-job-support-scheme/the-job-support-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/business-coronavirus-support-finder
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/claim-for-wages-through-the-coronavirus-job-retention-scheme
https://www.british-business-bank.co.uk/
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KICKSTART A YOUNG PERSONS CAREER

Kickstart is a national programme designed by the Department for

Work & Pensions to provide six-month employment placements for

16-24s on Universal Credit to assist them in gaining the skills and

experience they need to succeed in the future. The scheme

provides funding to cover the wages of each placement

(equivalent of up to 25 hours a week of national minimum wage)

as well as extra funding to help support the development of the

young person. 

In Suffolk, we have committed to a partnership approach, working

across the public sector, alongside skills and training providers

(including our colleges), with the chamber acting as the “Gateway”

organisation for employers wishing to register their interest. Our

partnership approach draws on the strengths of multiple

organisations and services to provide the information, support and

advice that will help our local employers create high quality

placement opportunities. As well as benefitting our local

employers at this challenging time, Kickstart placements will

provide young people in Suffolk with an opportunity to acquire

new skills and experiences.

The scheme was launched in Suffolk with the visit of the Secretary

of State, Therese Coffey MP, to Suffolk Chamber's offices who

praised our work in helping run the scheme in the county. 

Opportunities are still very much available and if you are

interested in providing a fully-funded work placement to a young

person, please get in contact with Emma@suffolkchamber.co.uk

Government funded work placements now available

"I encourage all employers to consider

creating Kickstart placements for a

young person in their own workplace"

A bid for Suffolk and North Essex

to host a Freeport is due to be

submitted to Government in

February 2021 by Hutchison Ports.

Freeport East would consist of a

partnership between the Port of

Felixstowe, and Harwich

International Port, both owned by

Hutchison Ports. 

The project hopes to be one of

ten Freeports in the UK, which

will benefit from custom free

zones to boost international

trade, alongside a range of tax,

planning and business incentives. 

The hope is that a Freeport would

maximise the trading

opportunities of Suffolk and our

region whilst creating jobs,

attracting inward investment,

levelling-up our area and helping

to regenerate nearby areas in the

wake of the COVID-19 pandemic. 

The bid is due to be submitted by

the 5th February and it is

expected that any first

announcements could be made

by the March budget. 

As part of the levelling-up agenda

and the need to invest in

infrastructure and boost trade,

Suffolk Chamber is working with

partners including Hutchison

Ports to support the bid. 

Further information can be found

here. 

Freeport East bid to
be  submitted

https://www.eadt.co.uk/news/east-suffolk-council-approves-freeport-east-bid-7301984
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Resources are still available to help businesses understand what they need to do following the end of

the transition period with the European Union. For a list of actions, and to find out what will have

changed for importing, and exporting goods,  the movement of people and more, please visit the

Government's transition checker found here.

Other sources of help and assistance are also available, including Suffolk Chamber of Commerce's

Trade Advisors who can offer one-to-one help and advice including intelligence gathering and

lobbying over any key issues which may be impacting your business.

New Anglia LEP also have a number of resources available with guidance for specific sectors. Don't

forget, the Growth Hub also have a number of funding programmes and grant schemes available for

businesses across Norfolk & Suffolk, some of which are EU funded and will expire in 2022/23.

The third Lake Lothing Crossing will become a reality as the Department for Transport and

Government approved the crossing in November 2020. The £126m project can now begin, and

Suffolk County Council have awarded the contract to Farran's with an expected completion date

of 2023. 

After years of campaigning, local MP Peter Aldous was delighted with the news: "2021 will be a

significant year for Lowestoft, with work starting on site on the Gull Wing bridge. This is a project

that can bring enormous benefits to the area and we must ensure that in the short term local

people gain as much as possible from the business opportunities that will arise during

construction and in the long term it fulfils the objective of attracting new jobs". 

Further information on the Gull Wing Bridge can be found here. 

GULL WING BRIDGE GIVEN GO AHEAD AS FARRENS
APPOINTED CONTRACTORS

Business support still available following EU exit

https://www.gov.uk/transition
https://www.suffolkchamber.co.uk/trade-hub/
https://newanglia.co.uk/eu-exit/sectors
https://gullwingbridge.co.uk/
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GATEWAY 14 APPLICATION
SUBMITTED

The Gateway 14 site is one step closer to reality after the

developers of the site have now submitted outline plans to

Mid Suffolk District Council. 

The 156 acre site, situated on the outskirts of Stowmarket and

off Junction 50 of the A14, would will create a logistics and

business park which could attract a variety of businesses and

create up to 3,000 jobs. 

With a mix of manufacturing, logistics, and office-space, the

Gateway 14 site will provide much needed and attractive

businesses premises for a range of sectors and businesses.

Furthermore. the Gateway 14 site is earmarked as a tax site

under the Freeport East bid which means tax benefits could

be possible depending on the the outcome of the Freeport

bid. 

Following a public consultation in the autumn/winter of 2020,  

the developers, Jaynic have now submitted the plans which

include designated landscaping and access points to reduce

the impact on the local environment and community. 

Ben Oughton, development director for Jaynic, said: “We

believe this scheme will be a great asset providing hundreds

of jobs in the region on this important trunk road between the

UK motorway network and the major ferry port of Felixstowe.

We already have significant interest from companies wanting

space at G14."

The planning application is now available to view here:

https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-

applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage, with a

decision likely in April/May. 

The Department for Work and

Pensions (DWP) has launched the

new Job Finding Support service,

which will provide more than 150,000

jobseekers across Great Britain with

employment support, helping them

build their interview skills, find local

vacancies and quickly get back into

work. 

The Job Finding Service will run in

parallel to existing support available

in jobcentres and by work coaches, as

part of UK government’s Plan for

Jobs. 

Further information can be found

here. 

your business is registered in

England

you employ 50 people or more

your employees cannot work from

home

The Department of Health and Social

Care (DHSC) has shared its portal for

workplace testing. This service will

allow businesses with over 50

employees to get all the forms they

need to order rapid lateral flow tests.

Businesses can register for tests as

long as:

Information on lateral flow antigen

testing and the technology behind

asymptomatic testing can be found

here. Please note that there has been

no change to any lockdown rules or

self-isolation guidance following the

launch of this portal.

Workplace testing
now available

DWP launch job
finding service

https://planning.baberghmidsuffolk.gov.uk/online-applications/simpleSearchResults.do?action=firstPage
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/digital-job-surgeries-launched-to-help-160-000-brits-get-back-into-work
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/digital-job-surgeries-launched-to-help-160-000-brits-get-back-into-work
https://www.gov.uk/get-workplace-coronavirus-tests
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/understanding-lateral-flow-antigen-testing-for-people-without-symptoms

