
 

17.30 to 19.30 hrs, 16 July 2019  

Transport and Infrastructure Group 
Felaw Maltings 
42 Felaw Street Ipswich IP2 8SQ 

 

Notes and actions  
  
Present: Murray Gibson (MG Associates), Andrew Harston – Chair (ABP), Anita Thornberry 
(Haven Gateway Partnership), Ellen Goodwin (NA LEP), Karen Chapman (SGPB), Sara 
Noonan (West Suffolk DC), Paul Newman (BIFA), Howard Catherall (Gotelee), Tim Collins 
(Bidwells), Suzanne Buck (Suffolk CC), Steven Law (RSM), Jason Flower (Felixstowe Port 
Users Association), Mark Ash (Suffolk CC), Graham Burchell (Challs), Mike Thompson (Kier), 
Stephen Bryce (Ipswich Buses), Carolyn Barnes (East Suffolk), Andy Walker – Secretariat 
(SCoC) 
  
Apologies: Paul Ager (ABP), Paul Garnham (MSC), Andy Constable (ABP), Tom Cornwell 
(Road Haulage Association), Rick Wildridge, Paul Briddon (Lovewell Blake), Cllr Mary Evans 
(Suffolk CC), Matthew Darroch-Thompson (Mole Projects), Chris Soule (Better Business for 
All), Andy Stevenson (CLAAS), Tom McGarry (EDF), Nick Patton (Jockey Club), Linda Grave 
(EV Driver), Richard Perkins, Jonathan Denby (Greater Anglia), David Williams (AXA 
Insurance), Paul Davey (Hutchison Ports) 

 

1 Welcome 
 
Andrew Harston welcomed members to the meeting; attendance and apologies 
would be recorded in the notes and actions. 
 

2 Notes and actions from meeting on 15 January 2019 
 
There were no outstanding actions from the previous meeting. 
 

3 Terms of Reference updated 
 

Andrew Harston informed the group that the Terms of Reference had been updated to 
reflect the adhoc and informal nature of the group. There are no direct responsibilities 
for members but the group provides an overall direction and guidance for Suffolk 
Chamber with regard to transport and infrastructure matters. “To inform, direct, and 
support all lobbying and representational activity on strategic transport and 
infrastructure issues for Suffolk Chamber, its members and the wider business 
community”.  

4 Inclusive Growth and the role of Executive Director of Growth, Highways & 
Infrastructure – Mark Ash, Suffolk County Council 
 

• Mark Ash of Suffolk County Council was appointed to the role in early 2019 and 
provided an overview of his role as well as the responsibilities of the Director for 
Growth, Highways & Infrastructure 

• Inclusive Growth was explained and defined as economic growth which benefits 
everyone  

• Suffolk has multi-faceted challenges but being a high-employment, low wage society 
was a challenge which the Director is attempting to address whilst improving social 
mobility. Ultimately, Suffolk has aims to enable more people and places to contribute 
to and from the economic growth and success of the county.  

• Suffolk County Council are working toward reducing poverty through the creation of 
better-well paid jobs whilst providing homes and access to skills 

• In terms of workstreams, Suffolk County Council are working towards: 

• Attracting inward investment 

• Business enterprise zones 
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• Working with DfT to trial smart-street lights with 5g and data capturing capabilities 

• Identifying strategic housing sites, SCC is the third largest land owner in the county 

• Working towards a target of net zero emission by 2030 

• Mark looks forward to engaging with business as he settles in to the role  

 
5 Ipswich Northern Route – Suzanne Buck 

 

• Suzanne Buck of Suffolk County Council presented to the group 

• The Ipswich Northern Route is being led by Suffolk County Council but is a 

collaborative project with all the district councils, and outlining ambitions for 

significant local growth which will benefit the county 

• The consultation will run Friday 5 July to Friday 13 September 2019 

• The project would cost approximately £500 to £560 million with approximately 20% 

to find locally 

• Following the consultation, a Strategic Outline Business Case for leaders to review 

would be provided around October 

• The consultation focuses on three possible routes, each route can be adjusted 

slightly but will be constrained overall by either landscape, biodiversity and nature, 

air quality and noise, or cultural heritage. The three routes are:  

• An outer route, linking the A140 to the West with the A12 Woods Lane junction, with 

an estimated 13,800 average vehicle journeys per day by 2027 

• A middle route, connecting the A14 near Claydon with the A12 at Woodbridge, with 

an estimated 18,100 average vehicle journeys per day by 2027 

• An inner route, linking the A14 near Claydon and the A12 near Martlesham, with an 

estimated 23,300 average vehicle journeys per day by 2027 

All three options would provide opportunities for housing and growth, with 
approximately 10-15,000 homes along the route.  
 
The project would:  

• Improve businesses and peoples experience of using the A14 and provide 

additional route resilience 

• Support the existing local economy through improved connectivity, making 

Suffolk the best place to do business 

• Provide additional travel options, helping to optimise existing road capacity in 

Ipswich, leading to environmental improvements  

• Directly support new homes, and jobs growth to ensure the future success of 

Suffolk 

 
• Presentation is separately attached; 

• Action: Suffolk Chamber to invite Suzanne to speak at Ipswich Board  

• Action: Suffolk Chamber to respond to consultation 

6 Ipswich Buses – Steve Bryce  
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• Steve Bryce from Ipswich Buses provided a history of the group and an update on 
plans going forward 

• Ipswich buses was formed in 1903 and went on to purchase Carters Coaches 

• Today, Ipswich Buses is fully owned by Ipswich Borough Council  

• At present, they have 75 buses in operation with 65 needed at peak time  

• Ipswich Buses serve 7 million passengers per annum 

• Number of users has been in decline for a number of years and costs are 
subsequently rising 

• Subsidies from Local Authorities is being cut due to cuts in their budgets respectively 

• Challenges of the industry include non-attractive service, seen as dirty and 
unreliable, slow, and the increase of car ownership and smart technology such as 
Uber 

• The bus industry and Ipswich Buses is trying improve its image with the use of 
technology to improve users experience of ticketing, timetables and on-demand wait 
times  

• They are also looking into news ways of being environmentally friendly such as 
different fuels and energy types 

• Ipswich Buses keen to engage with business and would welcome invites going 
forward 

• Steve’s presentation is separately attached; 

• Action: Graham Burchell and Steve Bryce to meet to discuss bus services to 
the Lady Lane Industrial Estate  

 

7 Norfolk and Suffolk Transport Board / A47 Alliance updates / Connecting 
Lowestoft 

 
Ellen Goodwin of New Anglia LEP, and Carolyn Barnes of East Suffolk Council provided 
an update on behalf of Richard Perkins: 

• New Anglia LEP have been looking in to both electric, and autonomous vehicles 
which involved the Future of Mobility event held at Martlesham Heath 

• Work is ongoing with the transport catapult to map the needs of its key sectors 
and identifying potential opportunities including electric vehicles 

• LiftShare presented at the last NA LEP Transport Board and showed the power 
of data and how sharing can free up capacity on the roads, and improve the 
environment 

• A47 Alliance held an event in Westminster as part of their RIS2 bid and a 
document produced which went out to key stakeholders 

• Next board date is 4th September based on Connected Places 
 
In terms of Connecting Lowestoft:  

• The roll out of fibre broadband to properties is underway as is planning 
permission for the Normanston Cycle Bridge 

• The third Lowestoft Crossing decision is due in December as the report is 
currently with the Secretary of State for Transport 

8 Circulated updates 
 

• Jonathan Denby, Head of Corporate Affairs at Greater Anglia, provided an update 
for the Transport & Infrastructure Group 
Jonathan’s presentation is separately attached 

9 AOB 
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• Andrew Harston informed the group of ABP’s Lowestoft Masterplan and the future 
of the port in terms of an energy gateway for Lowestoft. You can have your say on 
the plans at https://www.abports.co.uk/media/kfmlemiq/port-of-lowestoft-
masterplan-2018.pdf. The consultation closes on Friday 16 August.  

• Paul Newman provided details of a new contact at Highways England regarding the 
Orwell Bridge 

• EDF have launched their stage 4 consultation for Sizewell C, this is based on 
feedback received at the last stage and will focus on transport issues, most 
noticeably freight. The consultation is open until 27 September 2019. You can have 
your say on the plans at https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/nuclear-new-build-
projects/sizewell-c/proposals/stage-4 

• Action: Suffolk Chamber to respond to both consultations 
 

• Chris Soule of Better Business For All would like to raise the issue of poor street 
signage, with diversions not clearly signposted, costing businesses time and money, 
as well as the poor performance of highways when dealing with planning issues 

 
 

 Date of meetings:  
 
Tuesday 15 October  
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