
 

17.30 to 19.30 hrs, 15 January 2019  

Transport and Infrastructure Board 
Felaw Maltings 
42 Felaw Street Ipswich IP2 8SQ 

 

Notes and actions  
  
Present: Carolyn Barnes, East Suffolk Councils; Nicola Beach, Suffolk County Council; Nick 
Burfield, Suffolk Chamber; Matthew Darroch-Thompson, Newmarket Chamber; Jonathan 
Denby, Greater Anglia; Ellen Goodwin, New Anglia LEP; Linda Grave, EV Driver; Andrew 
Harston, ABP (chair); Martin Holland, Christchurch Land; Terry Hunt, Ipswich Vision; James 
Jackson, Highways England; Steven Law, RSM; Steve Lee, Concierge Couriers; Graeme 
Mateer, Suffolk CC; Tom McGarry, EDF Energy; Paul Newman, BIFA; Bob Parker, Parburch 
Medical; Richard Perkins, Richard Perkins and Associates / Suffolk Chamber; Mike 
Thompson, Kier (Suffolk Highways); Andy Walker, Suffolk Chamber. 
  
Apologies: Lee Bowker, MLM; Stephen Britt, Anchor Storage; Karen Chapman, Suffolk Local 
Authorities; Paul Davey, Port of Felixstowe; Cllr Mary Evans, Suffolk CC; Richard Taylor, 
Network Rail; Mark Tyldesley, Muntons. 

 

1 Welcome 
 
Andrew Harston welcomed members to the meeting; attendance and apologies 
would be recorded in the notes and actions. 
 

2 Notes and actions from meeting on 16 October 2018 
 
There were no outstanding actions from the previous meeting, except that the revised 
governance arrangements for the TIB had not been implemented. 
 

3 Suffolk County Council transport and infrastructure plans and priorities 
 

 Nicola Beach, CEO at Suffolk County Council (SCC), reported on SCC’s transport 
and infrastructure priorities which were set in the context of the SCC budget which 
would go to full Council in February 2019; 

 SCC was a £0.5bn business with 75% of its budget spent on vulnerable people and 
a key aim was to attract people to Suffolk with a commitment to stay; 

 Ipswich was seen very much as the economic motor for the County; 

 Mark Ash had recently been appointed as SCC’s Executive Director of Growth, 
Highways & Infrastructure; 

 Following a review of costings by Jacobs the Upper Orwell Crossings would now not 
go ahead as originally envisaged but a commitment to economic and business 
development in Ipswich remained; 

 SCC was a strong supporter of Transport East (TE) as the Sub National Transport 
Board (SNTB) for the region bringing together Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk; DfT had 
suggested bringing together TE with England's Economic Heartland SNTB but the 
current regional view was that TE should remain independent and focused on the 
three counties; the priorities for TE would be based around three themes: global 
gateways, multi-centred connectivity and energised coastal communities;   

 Other SCC priorities included: investment in the A11, A12 and A14 under RIS2; rail 
improvements especially at Ely and Haughley Junctions and on the GEML; 
consulting on and preparing a Strategic Outline Business case for Ipswich Northern 
Route once IBC, MSDC and SCDC local plans are concluded; enhancements to St 
Peters Dock in Ipswich; Bury Eastern and Beccles relief roads; and SEGway ‘4 
villages’ subject to Sizewell C developments and DfT’s willingness to contribute 
significantly; 
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 Regarding broadband and mobile connectivity: SCC-driven Better Broadband for 
Suffolk has ensured 92% of Suffolk now has access to superfast and this will rise to 
98% by 2020; MLL Telecomms had been commissioned to provide a dark fibre 
network to 311 public sites; a bid to the DCMS National Productivity Infrastructure 
Fund had been submitted to help roll out 5G in Suffolk; WAN networks were being 
established to support work in adult social care; 

 Much work was in hand regarding the likely impact of Brexit on SCC services and 
the business community; 

 In response to questions it was noted that: forthcoming housing developments at 
Adastral Park would place further road pressures on the A12 at Seven Hills which 
would need addressing through Ipswich Northern Route and perhaps a rail station 
at Martlesham with developer funding and the Housing Infrastructure Fund possible 
sources of finance. 

 

4 Orwell Bridge closures: progress with adaptation and mitigation 
 

 There hadn’t been a great deal of ‘reportable’ progress on this since the last meeting, 
where Highways England had presented, since the key studies were still underway 
and future actions were dependent on their outcomes; 

 HE had submitted a written note which was tabled for information and is 
separately attached. 

 

5 Sizewell C Stage 3 consultation 
 

 Tom McGarry, Head of Stakeholder Engagement for Sizewell C, summarised the 

third stage of public consultation on the proposals for a new nuclear power station 

at Sizewell C which had begun on 4 January 2019 and would conclude on 29 March 

2019; 

 By way of context: Sizewell A had been de-fuelled following a de-commissioning 

process that had begun in 2000; Sizewell B had begun generation in February 1995 

and now provided 3% of UK energy employing 750 staff and would be operational 

until 2055; 

 Sizewell C would be a twin European Pressurised Water Reactor identical to Hinkley 

C and would be key to plugging the ‘energy gap’, providing secure low carbon 

energy; 

 Nuclear energy currently accounted for 17% of UK energy and EDF’s development 

at Hinkley C had been underway since 2016; 

 Sizewell C was supported by Government policy but private sector investment would 

be sought through the Regulatory Asset Base funding model; 

 It was planned that work would start in 2022; 5,600 workers would be employed on 

Sizewell C at peak (2027) with 1/3 home-based;  

 The site would occupy 32 hectares, include of necessity two access points and would 

allow for the workforce to be transported within a secure site; 

 Regarding transport: proposals for a jetty to allow for sea-borne transfers has not 

been taken forward; and two transport options were now being consulted on, road-

based and rail-based,  

 The rail-led option would include a temporary rail spur off the Saxmundham branch 

line and would involve 5 trains per day and 225 HGVs each way at peak; 

https://www.edfenergy.com/energy/nuclear-new-build-projects/sizewell-c/proposals/stage-3
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 The road-led option would include bypassing two villages on the A12 (or four if DfT 

also contributed), building a direct link road from the A12 direct to the site and a 

freight management facility on the A14 at Seven Hills or Innocence Farm and would 

involve 2 trains per day and 375 HGVs each way at peak; 

 The rail-led option was more expensive and would require a lot of cooperation from 

Network Rail; 

 An informative video about the project was shown which is embedded in the 

presentation which is separately attached; 

 In questions it was noted that Greater Anglia would be supporting the rail-led option 

which they felt would deliver a better transport legacy; 

 Tom’s presentation is separately attached; 

 Action: Suffolk Chamber to draw on member comments to inform the Chamber 

consultation response.  

6 Electric vehicles: an overview of the practicalities 
 

 Linda Grave, CEO at EV Driver, had presented to an earlier TIB on the ‘case’ for 
electric vehicles and subsequently invited members to their EV experience day at 
Bentwaters in October; 

 At the current meeting Linda presented on the practicalities: models; range; 
charging; and so on; 

 By way of context: EV Driver design, supply and install EV charging points;  

 60k plug-in cars were registered in 2018 bringing the UK total to 210k with the figure 
set to double year on year; 

 Top seller was currently the Nissan Leaf but the market was developing rapidly 
including for vans and trucks; 

 There were currently 80k EV charging points in the East of England but there was 
demand for many more which would be delivered in a number of ways including 
stored-based (to increase dwell time) and through innovative use of street furniture; 

 Take up in future was likely to be underpinned by a mix of public networks and public 
map sites such as Zap-Map; 

 Some notable businesses were driving the take up of EV, for example Uber required 
all new drivers to be EV by 2019 and the entire fleet to be EV by 2025; 

 Linda’s presentation is separately attached; 

 Action: Linda to meet with Graeme Mateer from SCC to explore ways of 
significantly increasing the number of EV charging points in Suffolk.   

 

7 Priorities, funding and schemes 
 

 Network Rail were unable to attend and present on this but had submitted a 
written update which was tabled for information and is separately attached.  

 

8 Update from the train operating company  
 

 Jonathan Denby, Head of Corporate Affairs at Greater Anglia, provided an update 
from the train operating company including progress with commissioning the new 
fleet; 

 Key points included that the: new trains commissioning, training and deployment was 
progressing well; May 2019 timetable included the introduction of Norwich in 90 and 
Ipswich in 60 services (2 each way, as per the contract); main new train roll out would 
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begin in the middle of the summer; most Stadler trains were due in service by the 
end of 2019; other timetable improvements were being phased in; a continued 
stakeholder campaign for infrastructure investment was underway; 

 Jonathan’s presentation is separately attached; 

 Action: private and public partners alike to continue to lobby for investment in 

rail infrastructure. 

9 Norfolk and Suffolk Transport Board / A47 Alliance updates  
 

 Richard Perkins from Suffolk Chamber updated the TIB; 

 The Transport Board would next meet on 12 February and Suffolk Chamber had 
been invited to present with regard to the Integrated Transport Strategy theme 
‘Connecting the East, accessing the world’; 

 The campaign to dual the A47 was being revisited and refreshed; 

 Suffolk Chamber would be represented at a forthcoming GEML conference on 1 
February; 

 Action: New Anglia LEP to prepare schematic diagram of the various transport 
and infrastructure arrangements in Norfolk and Suffolk. 
 

 Any other business 
 

 It was noted that the East West rail consultation was imminent; and 

 It was also noted that Chambers of Commerce would be invited to attend future 
meetings of Transport East. 

 

10 Dates of 2019 meetings 
 

  Were noted as: 2 April; 16 July; and 15 October. 
 

 
 

 


